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Good evening and welcome to the Fourth U.S. Conference on Peak Oil and Community Solutions – Planning for Hard Times. I’m Megan Quinn Bachman, Outreach Director for Community Solution and conference Master of Ceremonies.

This weekend, we gather amidst grave news on the fate of our earth and our species. During this two and a half day stretch the world will consume more than 200 million barrels of oil, almost 140 million tons of carbon dioxide will be released into the atmosphere, more than 250 species will go extinct, and more than two and a half billion people will go without sufficient water supplies. We gather amidst fears of  more energy resource wars abroad and admist dire forecasts for our climate, our water, our soil and our economy. 

We know all of this – so why are we here? Why aren’t we hiding under a rock somewhere, or just going about our business, enjoying the final days of normalcy in America?

Because we can’t. Because we who are living in this era are the guardians of the last best chance for humanity. Martin Luther King Jr. said, in speech he gave exactly one year before he was shot anad killed, “There is an invisible book of life that faithfully records our vigilance or our neglect… We still have a choice today; nonviolent coexistence or violent co-annihilation.”

Never before has this message been more important, or more true.

Together, this weekend we will learn, share, teach, explore, and create our way to that more sustainable co-exisistence. As Gandhi said, “When the people lead, the leaders follow.” 

Unlike many environmental conferences, or other events looking honestly at the human situation, there is a sense of excitement and possibility here. I think this is because we’re not watching these things from an intellectual distance, we’re engaging with them every day, as we implement the solutions in our lives and communities.

A lot of energy has been expended to bring us together this weekend, but I’m sure it will be worth it for the information to guide us, and the motivation to continue and to expand our work.

This is the fourth annual peak oil conference we’ve held, in a 65-year tradition of holding conferences as an organization. Many of you have been with us before. Please stand if you’ve been to one of our previous conferences. Now remain standing if you’ve been to all four peak oil conferences. Whether or not you’ve been here before, we’re excited to be working with you. 

We have a powerful program this weekend, and it starts out with David Korten’s timely presentation of the choice before us – empire or earth community. But before we move to that, Community Solution’s Executive Director will introduce this year’s conference. Please welcome, Pat Murphy.

